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Cleveland National Forest and 
Forest Fire Lookout Association 
Sign Par tnership Agreement 
 
Dec 5, 2008 
 

Palomar Mountain CA—The Cleveland National 
Forest and the Forest Fire Lookout Association 
(FFLA), San Diego - Riverside Chapter are 
pleased to announce they are entering into a coop-
erative partnership for the preservation and staff-
ing of the remaining fire lookout towers on the 
Cleveland National Forest. 

This is a win-win situation for everyone involved,”  
said Will Metz, Forest Supervisor of the Cleveland 
National Forest, “ In a time of smaller budgets, and 
as we are facing great challenges concerning wild-
fire, we are very pleased that a volunteer organiza-
tion such as the FFLA has stepped in to help!”  

Forest Supervisor, Will Metz (Left) and FFLA Chapter Chair 
(Left Center) sign the partnership documents at High Point. 
Forest Public Affairs Officer Brian Harris (Right Center) is 
the FFLA-USFS Liaison, Duncan Campbell (Right) is the 
Forest Communications Technician. 

Under the partnership, the FFLA will conduct site 
specific projects that first restore the remaining 
lookout towers on the Forest, and then through 
volunteer staffing, the lookouts will be staffed 
throughout the height of the fire season in southern 
California.  The first project to be undertaken is 
the High Point Lookout on Palomar Mountain.  
Other projects will be evaluated in the future.  The 
timeline for restoring and staffing High Point 
Lookout is on a fast track – the restoration work 
will be conducted over this winter, and staffing 

will begin in May of 2009. 

“There is a need for staffing of these lookout tow-
ers within the Forest.  We have found that having a 
staffed lookout can give us a few extra minutes to 
respond to wildfire incidents,”  said Brian Harris, 
Forest Service spokesman and Volunteer Coordi-
nator for this partnership.  “Lookouts also provide 
an additional set of eyes that can over-watch a 
wildfire and provide valued information to fire 
managers, as well as providing a critical communi-
cations link.”   Modern technology may exist such 
as remote control cameras, but having a seeing and 
thinking person on site can be vital during wildfire 
events. 

Forest Service staff, FFLA members, State Parks staff and 
interested volunteers all attended the December 5th signing 
ceremony at High Point on Palomar Mountain. 

Winter gr ips Palomar  
Mountain 
 
Dec 26, 2008 

Palomar Mountain CA—More than 2 feet of snow 
have fallen at Palomar Mountain in the last 2 
weeks. The 
Observatory 
is currently 
closed due to 
icy condi-
tions. The 
road to High 
Point is cur-
rently im-
passable.                           
                                   Courtesy of palomarskies.blogspot.com 



FFLA San Diego—Riverside 
Chapter Website  
www.socalfirelookouts.org  
Goes L ive 
 
Dec 23, 2008 
 
Menifee CA—Forest Fire Lookout Association 
(FFLA), San Diego - Riverside Chapter have 
brought the www.socalfirelookouts.org website  
Online.  

The FFLA San Diego-Riverside Chapter Website:  
www.socalfirelookouts.org 
 
The website is very basic right now but will even-
tually provide full histories of lookouts on the 4 
Southern California forests and the CDF/CalFire 
lookouts in the area surrounding the forests. 
 
Take a look often...this will help the website come 
to the top of web search engines. A new look is be-
ing designed. The website will be a major form of 
communication the public, our Forest Service part-
ners and volunteers. 
 
Pictures, articles and any information of value to 
the chapter will be considered for posting. Contact 
Brad on highpointlookout@yahoo.com with sub-
missions. 
 

Chapter Meeting…. 
 
How about meeting to discuss the future with our 
San Diego County Fire Lookouts and FFLA Chap-
ter? We can potentially schedule a meeting in 
January or February at the Forest Supervisors of-
fice in Rancho Bernardo or other Forest Service 
facility. A Saturday is likely the best day to meet. 
 
Please contact me via Email to say, ”Yes, I’ ll be 
there”  or “ I would love to come but…” Email Brad 
on highpointlookout@yahoo.com. 

Boucher Hill lookout almost perished in the 2007 Poomacha 
Fire. A State Parks employee was recently awarded a com-
mendation for saving the lookout. 
 

What’s next??? 
 
The pursuit of funds and materials is of primary 
concern to begin work. We have established a 
budget for the High Point restoration of about 
$5000 in cash or material donations. 
 
Do you have a source? Here are some of the iden-
tified needs: 
 
Cabinet building materials:                $700-$800 
Window glass                                     $500 + 
VCT Floor tile and install materials   $300 
Wall paneling & paint                         $200 +  
Interior inventory items                      $1700 
 
You know the drill...contact me: highpointlook-
out@yahoo.com if you can help with any dona-
tions or grants. A donation is fully tax deductible.  



Palomar Mountain Fire  
Lookout Station History 
 
The fire lookout station now known as High Point 
began life with the construction of the original 
tower—a 7X7 Aeromotor cab on a 45 foot tower 
was constructed by Civilian Conservation Corps 
crews in 1935. A BC-201 Forest Fireman Lookout 
Station ground 
cabin structure 
and privy were 
built as well. 
 
According to 
“Palomar Moun-
tain-Past and 
Present”  a local 
history written 
in 1958, Bennie 
and Elizabeth 
Moore served on 
the lookout sta-
tion from it’s 
construction un-
til at least time 
of the article’s 
writing. 
 
The station was 
christened Palo-
mar Mountain Fire Lookout Station. Forest Maps 
note a change to High Point Fire Lookout Station 
sometime between 1959 and 1964 when the first 
tower was replaced by a new CL-100 Series design 
on a 67  foot tower in 1964. This tower is a 14x14 
cab size with 4 times the working space of the old 
cab. 
 
High Point was staffed in the 1970’s by a man 
with the last name of Saenz. We would certainly 
like to locate him to speak about his time at the 
lookout. 
 
The lookout was staffed into the 1990’s perhaps as 
late as 1996 according to Los Pinos Towerman, 
Norm Mitchell. Palomar Observatory staff may 
have worked the tower during the day while work-
ing with the Hale Telescope at night. 
 
Do you have more historical information? 

Refr igerator Acquired! 
 
A 1960’s era Swedish made Dometic refrigerator 
has been acquired for the High Point project.  
 
These refrigerators were built for trailers and cab-
ins of the day. Our refrigerator is propane pow-
ered...and it works! It has not come to us in perfect 
condition but some sanding and a new coat of 
enamel paint should cure the issues.  
 
We are still in need of an apartment size gas stove/
range, a wall mounted heater and an 18x24 porce-
lain, single bowl sink. All need to be of the 1960’s 
era. 
 
Can you help?? 
 

Five Cleveland Lookouts Added 
to National Histor ic Lookout  
Register  
 
The 5 standing lookouts of the Cleveland National 
Forest have been approved for addition to the Nati-
nal Historic Lookout Register. They are: 
 
Estelle Mountain (located at Hemet-Ryan Airport) 
High Point 
Hot Springs Mountain 
Los Pinos 
Lyons Peak 
 
Former CDF lookouts at Boucher Hill and Red 
Moutain are on the register as well. View our look-
outs at www.nhlr.org 
 

New to Fire Lookouts? 
 
Learn more at these websites for Fire Lookouts: 
 
Forest Fire Lookout Association (national site): 
www.ffla.org 
San Bernardino National Forest Association: 
www.sbnfa.org/firelookouts.php 
Buck Rock Foundation: 
www.buckrock.org 
Read a San Diego Union-Tribune Article here: 
www.signonsandiego.com/news/northcounty/20081202-
9999-1m2towers.html 

Palomar Mountain Lookout and  
Ground cabin—Photo is dated 1935 


